CHAPTER TWENTY
LIFE   IN   ENGLAND:    AVIATION
It is important that we should judge any man in relation
to his generation and the circumstances of his time; that King
Edward VIII should be viewed, always, against the back-
ground of the 1914-1918 war, and the extraordinary neurotic
state in which people of his generation lived, when the war
was over.
The Prince of Wales never regained the repose of mind
of which he was robbed, during the war and in the years
of his travels. His gift of sympathy, however, softened his
thought and actions—and his will. During the years from
1937, to his father's Jubilee, in 1935, he became, through his
compassion and kindliness, more than Galahad, which he had
been called. To the poor and anxious, he had in him some-
thing of the Good Samaritan, bringing gifts and kindness
wherever he went. It will be difficult, in the future, for
writers to realize how romantic and necessary the Prince be-
came to Britons, all over the world, during the nine years
before the death of King George V. The Prince must be
appreciated as he was, before his father died, if his ultimate
actions are also to be comprehended.
King George's calm sense of duty and his cult for order-
liness still prevented him from understanding his son's per-
plexity. It was his sense of duty which urged him, perhaps
too often, to criticise the Prince, sometimes quoting the
opinions of other, older men—prelates and statesmen	in
support of his arguments*
Chief of these was the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. C.
G. Lang, one of King George's closest friends, who was to
play such a leading part in the ultimate tragedy of 1936.
King George was perhaps unaware of the care his own father
had shown, lest his sons should be bewildered by too much
advice. King Edward VII once complained that he had been
"perhaps a little too much spoken to and at'* and that he and

